
4
Replace your old appliances with more efficient ones

Did you know that household 
appliances account for about one third 
of your electricity bill and about 45% of 
greenhouse emissions in the average 
household?

Older appliances use significantly more 
energy than newer ones. On average, a 
dishwasher purchased in the early 1990s 
uses twice as much water and 40% more 
energy that a current model! 

An old fridge or freezer manufactured 
before 1999, when strict Minimum Energy  
Performance Standards (MEPS) were 
introduced, also use 40% more energy.

You can find out how much energy your 
appliances are using, and costing you, with 
an energy watt monitor, available for your 
use at Housing Plus.

Appliance replacement 
offer
You may be eligible to receive a 40-50% 
discount on a new fridge or TV with 
this government offer, open to eligible 
concession card holders in NSW for a limited 
time. 
The Office of Environment and Heritage is 
offering discounts on selected new energy 
efficient fridges and TVs to replace old, 
efficient ones.

By replacing your old fridge, you could save 
up to $200 a year on your energy bill.

If you replace your old TV, you could save up 
to $125 a year on your energy bill.

How does it work?

You must first check your eligibility by 
contacting Housing Plus or visiting 
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
applianceoffer. 

You must then visit retail partner, The 
Good Guys, where you can choose from a 
selected range of energy efficient fridges or 
televisions.

You will receive a 40% discount on the 
cost of a new energy efficient fridge and a 
50% discount on the cost of a new energy 
efficient television.

 housingplus.com.au info@housingplus.com.au           1800 603 300

Go To Websites
Help with your bills

www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/
energy-consumers

Energy saving advice

www.yourenergysavings.gov.au

Compare energy deals

www.yourenergy.nsw.gov.au

www.energymadeeasy.gov.au

Star ratings

www.energyrating.gov.au

Government appliance offer

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/ 
applianceoffer

Consumer rights 

www.energyconsumersaustralia.com.au/
powercall/

www.ewon.com.au 

or Freecall 1800 246 545.



The lower the number, the less a model 
costs to run – and the less you pay on your 
electricity bill.

Tip: choose an appliance with a lower 
energy consumption to save on your 
electricity bill.

Calculate your running costs

Use the Energy Rating Label to work out 
rough running costs with some simple 
maths.

It’s easy – just take the energy consumption 
kWh figure on the star rating label and 
divide it by 4. For example, if the Energy 
Rating Label on a washing machine says it 
uses 400 kWh, it will cost you roughly $100 
per year to run. 

This calculation is based on using 25 cents 
as the average cost per kWh.

Note: the above content has been sourced 
from the energy rating website.

The star rating is about energy efficiency 
– that is how efficient a model is relative to 
other models of the same size.

More stars means more efficient – when 
compared to other models of the same size.

Most products are given between 1 and 6 
stars. However, technology keeps getting 
better… as does energy efficiency! This 
is why nowadays you’ll see some super-
efficient models in shops and online with up 
to 10 stars.

Tip:  Always choose the size (or capacity) 
of model you need first, then use the star 
rating to compare them.

What does energy consumption 
mean?

Energy consumption is about how much 
electricity a model uses.

It is based on standardised testing – 
required by law and conducted in line with 
the official Australian and New Zealand 
Standard.

You can use the energy consumption 
number to compare any model – no matter 
their size (capacity).

The appliance will be delivered and installed 
at your home and your old appliance 
removed and recycled.

Use an energy rating 
calculator 
Did you know that there is an app to help 
you shop for the most energy efficient  
appliance?

It enables you to do your research before 
you buy and it is so easy to use! 
You can download this free app at  
www.energyrating.gov.au.

This website also has an energy rating 
calculator if you can’t use the app.

The Energy Rating Label, regulated 
by government, compares the energy 
efficiency and running costs of appliances 
before you buy so you can save money on 
your electricity bill.

Shop for energy efficient appliances & save money 

How energy star ratings work




